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E.0. 12356: DECL: ODADR
TAGS: PEPR, PINT, LE, SA
SUBJECT: HABIB MISSION: LEBANON’S NEXT PRIME MINISTER

REF: BEIRUT 5674
1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT.)

2. 1 PASSED TO PRINCE BANDAR AUGUST 25 HABIB VIEWS REFTEL
SCOTCHING RUMOR REGARDING POSSIBLE BASHIR SELECTION OF
SHIA PRIME MINISTER, AND ALSO CONVEYED OTHER POINTS IN
REFTEL.

3. BANDAR CALLED BACK IMMEDIATELY TO RELAY FOLLCWING FROM
KING FAHD:

A) KING WAS PLEASED TO HEAR INFO THAT BASHIR DDES NOT
INTEND TO APPOINT A SHIA PRIME MINISTER.SAG WILL KEEP OUR
CONF IDENCE.

B) KING STRONGLY ENCOURAGES A RAPID BASHIR-SAAB SALAM
MEETING AND WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED AS SODON AS IT
TAKES PLACE. I REITERATED WITH BANDAR THAT SHAIR EFFORTS
COULD HELP TO PROMOTE SUCH A MEETING WHICH MADE HIS
PRESENCE IN LEBANON EVEN MORE ESSENTIAL.

C) KING BELIEVES BOMBINGS IN BEIRUT ARE WORK OF
"COMMUNISTS". (I ASKED BANDAR IF THIS INCLUDED LEFTISTS
LIKE QULAYLAT AND HE SAID YES.) THESE GROUPS HAVE NO
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND BASHIR SHOULD NOT TAKE THEM AS
A RESPONSE FROM THE GENERAL MUSLIM COMMUNITY. THERE IS
OBVIOUSLY OPPOSITION FROM MUSLIMS BUT IT IS PEACEFUL AND
CAN BE EXPRESSED THROUGH DIALOGUE WITH BASHIR WHICH
SAUDIS THINK IS ACCEPTABLE AND EVEN NECESSARY FOR
RECONCILIATION.
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4. BANDAR ALSO ASKED ABOUT NEWS REPORTS "DELAY" IN THE

EVACUATION. I TOLD HIM THAT EVACUATION IS GOING ALL

RIGHT AND THAT ONLY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE WAS DECISION TO

EVACUATE SYRIANS BY SEA, WHICH HAD ALWAYS BEEN A

CONT INGENCY PLAN.

5. RE SECOND SENTENCE IN PARA 2 REFTEL, I ASSUME IT
SHOULD READ: “"HE SAID THAT THERE WAS NO TRUTH TO ANY
SUCH RUMOR THAT HE WAS GOING TO APPQINT A SHIA."
SUDDARTH
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